Chromosome banding patterns in the unisexual microteiid Gymnophthalmus underwoodi and in two related sibling species (Gymnophthalmidae, Sauria).
Cytogenetic investigation of three species of the genus Gymnophthalmus (the unisexual G. underwoodi, G. leucomystax and Gymnophthalmus sp.n., a new, undescribed red-tailed species) documented three different karyotypes, all with 2n = 44. Chromosomes from fibroblast cultures were studied after routine Giemsa staining, CBG-banding, RBG-banding, and Ag-NOR staining. The unisexual species showed a very distinctive karyotype from the one previously described that, paradoxically, corresponded to the predicted karyotype of one of its parental species. Our chromosome data unequivocally show that there are two parthenogenetic species with two different mechanisms of origin under the name underwoodi.